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FORMED IN 2019, THE MICHIGAN CITY SUSTAINABILITY COMMISSION AIMS
TO INSPIRE SUSTAINABLE PRACTICES THROUGHOUT THE COMMUNITY BY
ENGAGING RESIDENTS AND SUPPORTING IMPACTFUL PROJECTS. THE
COMMISSION HAS SET A GOAL OF REDUCING THE CITY'S CARBON
FOOTPRINT BY AT LEAST 50% BY 2030. ALL EFFORTS ARE FOCUSED ON
THREE KEY ISSUES: INADEQUATE WASTE MANAGEMENT, ENERGY-
INEFFICIENT HOUSING AND BUILDINGS., AND TRANSPORTATION-RELATED
POLLUTION.

THIS WORKSHOP WILL FEATURE EXPERT PERSPECTIVES ON ADDRESSING
THESE CHALLENGES IN MICHIGAN CITY. MARYELLEN ETIENNE, DIRECTOR
OF MARKET TRANSFORMATION AND DEVELOPMENT AT THE U.S. GREEN
BUILDING COUNCIL (USGBC), WILL INTRODUCE THE FUNDAMENTALS OF
GREEN BUILDING AND EXPLAIN HOW THIRD-PARTY CERTIFICATION
SYSTEMS HELP REDUCE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT, LOWER COSTS, AND
IMPROVE QUALITY OF LIFE.

JACK SCHROEDER, PRINCIPAL AT LBBA, WILL PRESENT A SAMPLING OF
SUSTAINABLE HOUSING PROJECTS THAT HAVE ACHIEVED MULTIPLE TYPES
OF CERTIFICATION. HIS WORK FOCUSES ON DELIVERING HOMES WITH
HEALTHY AIR QUALITY, LONG-TERM DURABILITY, LOWER ENERGY AND
WATER USE, AND AFFORDABILITY. HE WILL HIGHLIGHT HOW STRONG
SUSTAINABILITY PRACTICES BENEFIT DEVELOPERS, CONTRACTORS,
RESIDENTS, MUNICIPALITIES, AND DESIGN TEAMS.

BRETT LITTLE, EDUCATION MANAGER AT THE GREENHOME INSTITUTE,
WILL DISCUSS HOW THEIR MISSION TO EMPOWER PEOPLE TO MAKE
HEALTHIER, MORE SUSTAINABLE CHOICES IN RENOVATION AND
CONSTRUCTION CAN BENEFIT MICHIGAN CITY. HE WILL REVIEW LOCAL
RESOURCES SUCH AS THE INDIANA HOME ENERGY REBATES AND
INDIANA ENERGY INDEPENDENCE FUNDS.
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CITY OF MICHIGAN CITY SUSTAINABILITY COMMISSION
BUILDING A SUSTAINABLE MICHIGAN CITY — WORKSHOP #1:
DESIGNING, FINANCING & CONSTRUCTING FOR SUCCESS

MONDAY, AUGUST 11TH, 2025 - 5:30 P.M. TO 7:30 P.M. (LOCAL TIME)
EMERGENCY OPERATIONS CENTER, LOWER LEVEL OF CITY HALL, 100 EAST
MICHIGAN BOULEVARD

-AGENDA-

1. 5:30 PM - WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION PRESENTED BY MS.
WENDY L. VACHET, AICP, DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
(15 MINUTES)

2.5:45 PM - PRESENTATION BY MARYELLEN ETIENNE - DIRECTOR OF
MARKET TRANSFORMATION AND DEVELOPMENT, U.S. GREEN
BUILDING COUNCIL
(20 MINUTES)

3.6:05 PM - PRESENTATION BY JACK SCHROEDER - PRINCIPAL,
LBBA ARCHITECTS
(20 MINUTES)

4.6:25 PM - PRESENTATION BY BRETT LITTLE - EDUCATION
MANAGER, GREENHOME INSTITUTE
(20 MINUTES)

9.6:45 PM - AUDIENCE Q&A AND OPEN DISCUSSION
(45 MINUTES)

6.7:30 PM — CLOSING REMARKS AND ADJOURNMENT



