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• 5:30 p.m. – Welcome and introduction
• Presented by Ms. Wendy L. Vachet, AICP, 

Director of Public Works (15 minutes)

• 5:45 p.m. – Presentation by MaryEllen Etienne
• Director of Market Transformation 

& Development, U.S. Green Building 
Council (20 minutes)

• 6:05 p.m. – Presentation by Jack Schroeder 
• Principal, LBBA Architects (20 minutes)

• 6:25 p.m. – Presentation by Brett Little
• Education manager, GreenHome 

Institute(20 minutes)

• 6:45 p.m. – Audience Q&A and open 
discussion (45 minutes)

• 7:30 p.m. – Closing remarks and adjournment

Agenda
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MaryEllen Etienne 
• Committed to resilience both personally and professionally
• Passionate champion for sustainability and the circular 

economy
• Director at the U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC)
• Works on transforming the built environment through 

programs, such as:
• LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental 

Design), SITES (Sustainable Sites Initiative) and TRUE 
(Total Resource Use and Efficiency)

• Previously led several reuse and recycling initiatives, 
including:

• Reuse Alliance, ReuseNYC, London Community 
Recycling Network, Materials for the Arts

• Creator and writer of the “Women in Circularity” series
• Co-developed the TRUE zero waste certification
• Provided guidance on ground-breaking industry research, 

policy and legislation
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Jack Schroder
• Focuses on community-based, multi-family housing, including 

both affordable and market-rate projects across Chicago and 
downstate Illinois

• Designs with optimism, enthusiasm, and inclusiveness, 
recognizing every resident defines “home” differently

• 2012 AIA Illinois John Wellborn Root Award recipient (for 
architects licensed less than 10 years), and a finalist in the 2005 
USGBC Natural Talent Competition

• Expert in green building, progressive city planning, and 
sustainable design to reduce environmental impact and enhance 
resident well-being

• Project manager for La Casa Norte’s Solid Ground Supportive 
Housing Program, the Roseland Senior Campus, and Harvest 
Commons; three first-place winners of the Richard H. Driehaus 
Award for Architectural Excellence in Community Design.

• Recent work includes adaptive reuse and mixed-use nonprofit 
projects, such as: Chicago Center for Arts and Technology, the La 
Casa Norte Pierce House, and the Dorchester Art + Housing 
Collaborative
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• Brett Little is the Education Manager at the GreenHome 
Institute

• Helped expand the nonprofit organization's mission to 
empower people to make healthier and more 
sustainable choices in the places we live for over 15 
years! 

• Educated 10's of 1000's of people on residential green 
building topics through weekly Wednesday continuing 
education webinars for over a decade.

• Leads consultations and certifications on many 
residential green building projects ranging from single 
family to multifamily, new construction to renovations.

• Works with cities and govts to make homes better in 
their communities.

• Uses his own home a demonstration project for 
sustainable improvements.

Brett Little 
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What is Sustainability/Sustainable 
Development?

Sustainability
k

To pursue sustainability is to create 
and maintain the conditions under 

which humans and nature can exist in 
productive harmony to support 

present and future generations (EPA).

Sustainable Development
Development that meets the needs 

of the present without compromising 
the ability of future generations to 

meet their own needs. (Feiden and 
Hamin, 2011, p.3).
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Sustainability Triangle
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Elements of a Sustainable Community

• Reliable local food supply
• Quality healthcare, housing, & education
• Safety, community spirit, & arts
• Preserve public spaces & heritage
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• Inclusive participation in decision-making
• Equal access to information & respect for diversity
• Shared responsibility & political stability
• Support for a strong nongovernmental sector

Leadership & Civic 
Engagement

• Clean air, water, & food
• Protect ecosystems & biodiversity
• Conserve resources; reduce/reuse/recycle
• Use renewable resources sustainably

Ecological Integrity

• Diverse, resilient local economy
• Local reinvestment & ownership
• Meaningful jobs & workforce training

Economic Security

Social Well-Being

What is a sustainable community?. Institute for Sustainable Communities. https://sustain.org/about/what-is-a-sustainable-community/ 



Community Sustainability Tools

Planning, 
Zoning 
& Land 

Use
• Adopt sustainable 

planning and 
zoning policies

Design 
& 

Construct
• Support energy-

efficient and 
resilient building 

design

Financing 
& 

Investment 
Tools

• Use local financing 
tools for 

sustainability

Equity 
& 

Economic 
Access 

• Improve access to 
jobs, services, and 

education
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Neighborhood Preservation Ordinance

• Inequitable setbacks as the status quo

• Averaging vs. standard setbacks

• Encourages infill housing 

• Prevents the need for sprawling

• Taxes get lower 

• Already have pipes, pavement, and 
capacity 

• AV (Assessed Value) goes up when 
density is higher

• Allows for small lots to be usable 
without going through the variance 
process 
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U.S. Green Building Council
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USGBC

An Introduction to Green Building 
and USGBC

Presented by MaryEllen Etienne
Director, US Market Transformation & Development
U.S. Green Building Council

Michigan City, Indiana
Sustainability Workshop
August 11, 2025
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USGBC

Buildings are responsible for

almost 40%
of global CO2 emissions

Source: usgbc.org/articles/role-leed-climate-change-mitigation
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USGBC

Bay Area Metro Center | LEED Gold | Photo credit: © David Wakely Photography

Green building encompasses 
planning, design, construction, 
operations and end-of-life of our built 
environment – it pursues solutions 
that represent a healthy and dynamic 
balance between environmental, 
social and economic benefits.

What does 'green building' 
mean?

Source: usgbc.org/articles/what-green-building-0
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USGBC

What are the 
benefits of green 
building?

Environmental | Reduces carbon 
emissions, conserves energy and 
water, minimizes waste and 
promotes resilient, low-impact 
design.

Economic | Lowers operating 
costs, increases asset and resale 
values, supports job creation and 
delivers strong returns on 
investment.

Social | Improves indoor air quality, 
supports occupant health and well-
being, enhances productivity and 
fosters community resilience.

Source: usgbc.org/press/benefits-of-green-building
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USGBC

Since 1993, USGBC has been

to improve lives and livelihoods

Source: usgbc.org/articles/role-leed-climate-change-mitigation

accelerating 
green building
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USGBC

Our Vision
A built environment that 
enhances health, 
equity, resilience, 
sustainability and 
prosperity for all life and 
all communities.

USGBC HQ | Washington, D.C. | LEED Platinum | © Halkin Mason Photography
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USGBCKaiser Permanente Koolau Medical Office | Photo courtesy of Kaiser Permanente

Our Mission 
To scale actions that 
advance building 
decarbonization, enhance 
community resilience, 
restore ecosystems, and 
improve occupant well-
being. 18



USGBC

Our Experience 
Drawing on three decades of 
experience and the deep 
expertise of our members, we 
are leading a movement to 
create measurable 
improvements to enhance 
human, environmental and 
community well-being 
worldwide.

The Arroyo | LEED Platinum | Photo credit: KoningEizenberg Architecture

Havre de Grace Middle/High School | LEED Silver | Photo: Sam Kittner Photography
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USGBC

of top-quality green building content to help you 
enhance your knowledge and skills. 

1.3 million+ hours
USGBC has delivered
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USGBC

Continuing education can 
help you learn about green 
building, prepare for exams, 
and fulfill credential 
maintenance requirements.

USGBC offers over 
1,000 on-demand 
green building 
courses.
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USGBC

Distinguish your expertise and take your career to the next level.

205,000+ professionals
USGBC has credentialled
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USGBC

Digital badges validate your 
knowledge and showcase 
your accomplishments. 

Earn, collect and 
share your green 
building knowledge 
with digital badges. 
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USGBC

Phipps Center for Sustainable Landscapes | LEED Platinum
Photo credit: ©denmarsh photography, inc.

Phipps Center for Sustainable Landscapes | LEED Platinum
Photo credit: ©denmarsh photography, inc.

American Society of Landscape Architects | LEED Platinum | Photo credit: © Ana Ka'ahanui

Explore career profiles and 
access resources to pursue a 
green building career.

Green building 
careers
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USGBC

USGBC's US network includes

53 local communities

25



USGBC

Yale 2 Science Park | LEED Silver | Photo credit: © Svigals + Partners

USGBC Indiana is YOUR community!

Local opportunities for involvement and 
leadership through learning, networking, 
and professional development. 

As a community member, you can support 
USGBC's mission of transforming local 
markets through education, advocacy and 
outreach. 

USGBC’s community network
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USGBC

Invesco HQ | LEED Platinum Photo credit: © Ryan Vizzions

Our advocacy work helps support better 
public policies, such as the Inflation 
Reduction Act, codes and standards, 
government construction policies, 
affordable housing programs and federal 
funding for schools facilities.

Advocating for green buildings and 
communities
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USGBC

Sierra Nevada Brewery | LEED Platinum | Photo credit: Alexandra Tzoumas

USGBC equips governments and 
policymakers with tools and resources to 
accelerate building decarbonization, 
climate resilience and community well-
being at the local, state, national, and 
global levels.

Partner with USGBC to drive 
sustainable policy
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USGBC

USGBC offers a large portfolio of

sustainable solutions
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USGBC

PROJECT PROFILE — LEED

Infosys
Indianapolis, Indiana
LEED PLATINUM

Features high-performance 
energy systems, smart water 
management, a commitment to 
local workforce development 
and occupant health and 
wellness.
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USGBC

PROJECT PROFILE — SITES

The Center
Indianapolis, Indiana
SITES GOLD

Features a regenerative 
landscape design, 
incorporating native plantings, 
bioswales and outdoor 
community gathering spaces 
that support ecosystem 
services and well-being.
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USGBC

PROJECT PROFILE — TRUE

Colgate-Palmolive
Richmond, Indiana
TRUE PLATINUM

Attained Platinum certification 
by diverting 97% of waste from 
landfill through process 
redesign, employee 
engagement and closed-loop 
material flows.
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USGBC

Lake Mills Elementary School | LEED Platinum 
Photo credit: © Courtesy of C&N Photography, Miron:EUABentley University Arena | LEED Platinum | Photo credit: Bentley UniversityIMPACT Conference | Photo credit: © Alex Carroll

We accelerate impactful change by equipping practitioners, 
policymakers, and decision-makers with transformative tools, 
proven solutions, and data-driven insights to design, construct, 
operate and certify high-performance spaces. 
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USGBC

setting a global standard for a sustainable
and resilient built environment

Source: usgbc.org/articles/new-report-us-green-building-council-details-data-three-decades-impact

LEED certified projects are estimated to save

120 million m/t co2
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© 2025, U.S. Green Building Council. Copying this presentation is prohibited 
without advance written permission from the U.S. Green Building Council.
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For 25 years, LEED certification has provided a 
framework for healthy, highly efficient, and cost-saving 
green buildings, which offer environmental, social, and 
governance benefits.

LEED certification is a globally recognized symbol 
of sustainability achievement, backed by an entire 
industry of committed organizations and individuals 
paving the way for market transformation.

LEED is the world’s 
MOST WIDELY USED GREEN 
BUILDING RATING SYSTEM 
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A market ready rating system that will 
drive the built environment toward a 
near zero carbon future that is 
equitable, resilient, and promotes the 
wise, safe utilization of all resources. 
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123k+

THE BEST BUILDINGS USE LEED

LEED CERTIFIED 
PROJECTS WORLDWIDE

180+
SQUARE FEET
CERTIFIED

15.2b+

USGBC DATA AS OF JANUARY 1, 2025
ALL RATING SYSTEMS

COUNTRIES ANDTERRITORIES 
WITH LEED PROJECTS
(REGISTERED AND CERTIFIED) 
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A wise investment
in your building

1. Source: Cushman and Wakefield, U.S., 2021; 2. Source: GSA, U.S., 2018; 3. Source: CCCS, Latin 
America, 2024; 4. Source: NYT, U.S., 2025; 5. Source: GBC Australia, June 2024; 6. Source: Arc, April 2025

• Average 21% higher market sales price over 
non-LEED buildings1

• Reduce water and energy by more than 20%2

• Average 11% higher rent rates1

• Lower utility costs3

• Improved tenant and employee satisfaction3

• Qualify for tax incentives and sustainable financing4

• Stronger financing options5

• Solid data on asset performance6
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DECARBONIZATION drives the industry towards a 
decarbonized built environment across all major sources 
of emissions: operational, embodied, and transportation.

QUALITY OF LIFE uses human-centric strategies to 
address crucial aspects of sustainable building, including 
human health and well-being, resilience, and community 
well-being.

ECOLOGICAL CONSERVATION AND RESTORATION 
emphasizes strategies and actions that can be 
implemented at the individual asset level that limit 
environmental degradation and seek to rehabilitate and 
restore ecosystems.

leed v5 is our most impactful 
VERSION yet

ONE WORLD TRADE CENTER | LEED GOLD | NEW YORK, NY, USA
41



LEED is built by practitioners. 

USGBC relies on community and 
volunteer engagement to 
deliver consensus-based rating 
systems.

LEED v5
Development

LEED v5

LEED 
Steering 

Committee

Technical 
Advisory 
Groups

Working 
Groups

Consensus 
Committees
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LEED v5 Rating Systems

BD+C
Building Design and 
Construction 

ID+C
Interior Design and 
Construction

O+M
Building Operations and 
Maintenance
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FIVE-YEAR DEVELOPMENT CYCLE

Greater flexibility for projects 
and more opportunities to 
respond to a rapidly changing 
market

Provides increased predictability 
for the market

PLATINUM REQUIREMENTS

Requirements address energy 
efficiency, carbon emissions and 
renewable energy use

EVOLUTION OF USER EXPERIENCE

New digital interface, tools and 
resources provide flexibility for 
projects

1

2

3

What is new in 
LEED v5?
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IMPACT 
AREAS
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DECARBONIZATION
LEED v5 drives the industry towards a 
decarbonized built environment across 
all major sources of emissions

FOCUS ON:
• Operational Carbon

• Embodied Carbon

• Transit-related Carbon
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QUALITY OF LIFE
LEED v5 uses human-centric strategies to improve 
health and well-being, resilience, and equity and 
inclusion for building occupants and their 
communities
FOCUS ON:
• Creating more adaptable and resilient projects
• Emphasizing and enhancing elements of the 
rating system that support equity and inclusivity
• Increasing the likelihood that more people will 
enjoy and care about the building or space
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ECOLOGICAL CONSERVATION 
AND RESTORATION
LEED v5 emphasizes strategies and actions 
that consider the interconnectedness of ecological 
systems and human-built environments, aiming to 
minimize ecological harm while promoting restoration 
and biodiversity conservation 
FOCUS ON:
• Conserving natural habitats
• Restoring natural habitats
• Efficiently using resources that impact natural 
habitats
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HOW TO GET STARTED WITH LEED v5

Find out more about LEED v5 
in the FAQ section of the 
Help Center

Access on-demand green 
building courses and live 
events related specifically to 
LEED v5

The LEED v5 page on the 
USGBC website provides 
rating system documents 
and additional tools

Finally, the Contact Us form 
provides a direct line to the 
Technical Customer Service 
team of LEED experts, who 
are prepared to dig into more 
detailed solutions

LEED v5 
FAQS

EDUCATION 
COURSES

FIRST STOP: 
usgbc.org 

CONNECT WITH
AN EXPERT
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usgbc.org/leed/v5

SUBSCRIBE
Subscribe to LEED Technical Insider 

Updates

50



USGBC

Thank You.
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LBBA Architects
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Building a 
Sustainable 
Michigan City—
Workshop #1:
DESIGNING, FINANCING, & 
CONSTRUCTING FOR SUCCESS
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Good design
      is for everyone.

1625 W. CARROLL AVE.  CHICAGO, IL  60612 WWW.LBB A.COM

54



Meet the Staff
Peter Landon, FAIA, LEED AP

Jeff Bone, FAIA

Trisha Girdwood, AIA

Jack Schroeder, AIA, LEED AP

Allison Sorenson, Assoc. AIA

Dominik Soltys

Tyler Brown, AIA, LEED AP

Terran Wilson, AIA

Ashley Wendela, AIA, LEED AP

Kate Lengacher Cichon, AIA, LEED AP

Jennifer Stanovich, AIA

Kevin Taylor, AIA

Alexis Stumpf, AIA

Gina Zari, AIA

Amelia Tabeling, AIA

Fred Grier, AIA, LEED AP

Clayton Knapp, AIA, NCARB

Jennifer Potoczak, AIA

Julia Mosqueda, Assoc. AIA

Tad Jameyfield

Ronel Constantin, Assoc. AIA

Mitchell Hawkins

Katie Taylor, Assoc. AIA

Maleno Quintero

Cristina Bestbreurtje

Shraddha Jain

Michelle Recker

Perry Howell

Sara Fundator
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Office Culture

BEDS Plus Lunch Prep ACE Mentor Program, 2023 CIRT Design Competition

Firebird Community Arts My Block, My Hood, My City

Newhouse Competition Dinner with Breakthrough IIT Studio Reviews

airLab, 2011

cityLab, 2013Pumkin Carving Party 2024

cityLab, 2014

Bike to Work Challenge
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Project Typology

AFFORDABLE + MIXED INCOME URBAN DESIGN + PLANNING SUPPORTIVE HOUSING CULTURAL + INSTITUTIONAL

TRANSIT ORIENTED DEVELOPMENTS SENIOR HOUSING HISTORIC PRESERVATION + REHAB ADAPTIVE REUSE
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Sustainability to Match your Mission

BEDS Plus Lunch Prep

Firebird Community Arts
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Integrated Design Workshop M A N Y  

[ E V O L V I N G ]  
V O I C E S

1. Owner’s project 
requirements

W H A T ?

The Owner’s Project 
Requirements (OPR) document 
memorializes the owner’s goals 
and metrics for success for the 
project. The OPR is a living 
document that gets refined 
throughout the design process 
and is informed by stakeholder 
engagement. 

2. Integrated design 
workshop

The Integrated Design 
Workshop (IDW) tests options 
for achieving those goals based 
on the owner’s priorities. The 
IDW also illuminates synergies 
and describes potential trade-
offs when thinking about 
design questions in a holistic 
manner. 

3. Basis of design

The Basis of Design document 
distills the information from 
the OPR and IDW into a set of 
parameters and strategies for 
how the design team intents to 
achieve the qualitative and 
quantitative goals for the 
project. 

4. Design documents

The Design Team then 
documents the materials, 
systems, and design strategies 
into the project’s Construction 
Drawings, Specifications, and 
Sustainability Guidelines. 
Energy modeling memorializes 
the predicted energy 
performance on the building. 

5. Commissioning

Cx ensures that building system 
performance as described in 
the Design Documents, the 
OPR, & the BOD is constructed 
and tested to specifications. 
Commissioning can include 
MEP systems, building 
enclosures & renewable 
energy. Building staff is 
properly trained in 
maintenance and operations. 

6. Sustainability
certification

The Design Team and 
Contractor track progress on 
key sustainability metrics 
during construction, and 
document final performance 
when construction is complete. 
Depending on the certification, 
this may require a 
performance period post-
occupancy. 

7. Benchmarking

Once construction is complete, 
the Design Team gathers the 
project data on key 
performance metrics. Some 
metrics are used for public 
reporting (i.e. AIA 2030 
Commitment) while others are 
retained internally for 
knowledge-sharing and best 
practices. The information 
gathering is both quantitative 
and qualitative. 

8. Post-occupancy
assessment

Following a performance 
period, the project owner, 
stakeholders and staff are 
surveyed to see if the building 
is operating as intended. If 
there are issues, the Design 
Team, along with the Cx agent 
and Contractor assist the 
owner in making necessary 
adjustments. 

W H O ?

W H E N ?

P R E D E S I G N

S C H E M A T I C  D E S I G N

O C C U P A N C Y

D E S I G N  D E V E L O P M E N T
C O N S T R U C T I O N  D O C U M E N T S

C O N S T R U C T I O N

1
2 3

4

5 6

7

8

1. Owners
2. Stakeholders

1. Owners
2. Stakeholders
3. Contractors

4. Builders
5. Designers

1. Owners
2. Builders
3. Designers

1. Designers
2. Contractors
3. Developers

1. Builders
2. Contractors
3. Developers

1. Designers
2. Contractors

1. Designers 1. Owners
2. Stakeholders
3. Contractors

4. Builders
5. Designers
6. Developers
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Project 
Examples
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Tierra Linda
CHICAGO, IL
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Tierra Linda, Chicago, IL
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Tierra Linda Eco Charrette
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Tierra Linda, Chicago, IL
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Tierra Linda, Chicago, IL
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Why Passive House?

• Superinsulation and airtight construction provide UNMATCHED COMFORT 
even in extreme weather conditions.

• Continuous mechanical ventilation of fresh filtered air provides EXCELLENT 
INDOOR AIR QUALITY.

• A comprehensive systems approach to modeling, design, and construction 
produces EXTREMELY RESILIENT BUILDINGS.

• Passive building principles offer the best path to NET ZERO AND NET 
POSITIVE buildings by minimizing the load the renewables are required to 
provide.

• LOWERS LONG TERM BUILDING COSTS due to well-insulated and tight 
envelope.
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What is Passive House?

• Employs CONTINUOUS INSULATION throughout its entire envelope without any 
thermal bridging.

• The BUILDING ENVELOPE IS EXTREMELY AIRTIGHT, preventing infiltration of outside 
air and loss of conditioned air.

• Employs HIGH-PERFORMANCE WINDOWS AND DOORS—solar gain is managed to 
exploit the sun’s energy for heating purposes in the heating season and to minimize 
overheating during the cooling season.

• Uses some form of balanced HEAT AND ENERGY RECOVERY VENTILATION.

• Requires minimal space conditioning due to the ROBUST THERMAL ENVELOPE AND 
AIR SEALING.
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Passive House: Tierra Linda

ADDITIONAL INNOVATIONS

• Triple pane window U-value 0.17
• Door U-value 0.09 (R-11)
• Roof insulation R-60 value
• Continuous under-slab rigid insulation
• Isokorb steel attachment components significantly 

reducing thermal bridging at canopy and porch 
connections

• Condensing dryers
• Split Heat pump system (2.5 ton ducted)
• Makeup air rates (80 CFM range)
• Reduction of heating/cooling loads over code basis
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Tierra Linda Energy Usage Comparison
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Tierra Linda Energy Usage Comparison

70



Tierra Linda Passive House Wall Assembly Factors

71



The Woodlawn Park 
Redevelopment
CHICAGO, IL
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Woodlawn Park Previously Existing Context
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The Burnham at Woodlawn Park
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Woodlawn Park Redevelopment Massing Diagram
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The Jackson at Woodlawn Park Roof and Site Plan

1. Permeable Surfaces

2. 1st Floor Private Patio

3. Shade Tree

4. Green Screen

5. Private Patio for 2nd Floor Unita

6. Site Lighting

7. Permeable Parking

8. Planters for Rainwater Harvesting

9. Tot Lot

10. Communal Meeting Space Associated with Community Room

11. Green Roof Canopy

12. Community Room Inside Building

13. Planters for Rainwater Harvesting

14. Entry Stair and Ramp

15. Downspout for Planter

16. Green Screen

17. New Tree
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Woodlawn Park Redevelopment Green Strategies
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Woodlawn Park Redevelopment Green Strategies
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The Burnham at 
Woodlawn Park
CHICAGO, IL
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The Burnham at Woodlawn Park
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Good design
is for everyone

1625 W. CARROLL AVE. CHICAGO, IL 60612
WWW.LBBA.COM
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GreenHome Institute

82



83



greenhomeinstitute.org/education/
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https://greenhomeinstitute.org/home-certification-programs/greenstar-homes/
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graham.umich.edu/media/files/CLCF-2024-Yip-
Residential-Energy-Coaching-Guidebook.pdf
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graham.umich.edu/media/files/CLCF-2024-Yip-
Residential-Energy-Coaching-Guidebook.pdf
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graham.umich.edu/media/files/CLCF-2024-Yip-
Residential-Energy-Coaching-Guidebook.pdf
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indianaenergysaver.com/ 92



indianaenergysaver.com/ 93
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indianaenergysaver.com/ 95
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indianaenergysaver.com/ 97



98



99



100



https://www.fhlbi.com/fhlbi-gives/homeownership-initiatives-gives/

101



https://energyindependencefund.org/commercial-properties/
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https://energyindependencefund.org/commercial-properties/ 103
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https://greenhomeinstitute.org/education/events/ 105



greenhomeinstitute.org/resources/
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Audience Q&A

Thank You!
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Thoughts and Themes…
Balancing sustainability with affordability in new construction

Making financing accessible for small-scale developers or homeowners

Understanding the “why” behind sustainable practices

Ensuring all neighborhoods benefit from sustainable development
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