






 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

ARTICLE IX.  STORMWATER MANAGEMENT REGULATIONS 

 

Sec. 46-218   Preamble 

Sec. 46-219   Conflicting ordinances 

Sec. 46-220   Compliance with this article and other ordinances 

    

 

    

    

    

    

    

    

 

    

   
 

    

       

 

 

    

    

    

    

     

    

 

    

    

    

    

 

 

    

    

    

    



 

 
 

    

    

 

    

 

 

    

    

    

    

    

    

 

 

    

 

 

    

    

    

    

    

    

 

 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

 

 

    

    

    

    



 

 
 

    

    

 

 

Sec. 46-338   Appeals 

 

  



 

 
 

 

Section 46-218. PREAMBLE. 

(a) The purpose of this Article is to provide for the health, safety, and general welfare of the 
citizens of Michigan City through the regulation of stormwater and non-stormwater 
discharges to the storm drainage system and to protect, conserve and promote the orderly 
development of land and water resources within the City of Michigan City.  This Article 
establishes methods for managing the quantity and quality of stormwater entering into the 
storm drain system.  The objectives of this Article are: 

(1) To reduce the hazard to public health and safety caused by excessive stormwater runoff. 

(2) To regulate the contribution of pollutants to the storm drain system from construction 
site runoff. 

(3) To regulate the contribution of pollutants to the storm drain system from runoff from 
new development and re-development. 

(4) To prohibit illicit discharges into the storm drain system. 

(5) To establish legal authority to carry out all inspection, monitoring, and enforcement 
procedures necessary to ensure compliance with this Article. 

(b) This Article regulates: 

(1) Discharges of prohibited non-stormwater flows into the storm drain system. 

(2) Stormwater drainage improvements related to development of lands located within the 
corporate boundaries of Michigan City. 

(3) Drainage control systems installed during new construction and grading of lots and other 
parcels of land. 

(4) Stormwater, including stormwater runoff, snowmelt runoff, and surface runoff and 
drainage, associated with construction activity. 

(5) Stormwater discharges from construction support activities directly related to 
construction sites subject to this Article. 

(6) Erosion and sediment control systems installed during new construction and grading of 
lots and other parcels of land. 

(7) The design, construction, and maintenance of stormwater drainage facilities and 
systems. 

(8) The design, construction, and maintenance of stormwater quality facilities and systems. 

(9) The design, construction, and maintenance of new dams. 

(10) The development downstream of existing dams. 

(11) Development within floodplains, floodways, fluvial erosion hazard corridors, and bluff 
zones. 

This Article shall be known and may be cited as the Michigan City Stormwater Management 
Ordinance. Once adopted, this Article will supersede any conflicting ordinances previously 
adopted by Michigan City. 
 
Section 46-219. CONFLICTING ORDINANCES. 

The provisions of this Article shall be deemed as additional requirements to minimum 
standards required by other ordinances of Michigan City. In case of conflicting requirements, the 
most restrictive shall apply. 

Section 46-220. COMPLIANCE WITH THIS ARTICLE AND OTHER ORDINANCES. 

(a) In addition to the requirements of this Article, compliance with the requirements of other 
applicable ordinances with respect to submission and approval of preliminary and final 
subdivision plats, improvements plans, building and zoning permits, construction, 



 

 
 

inspections, appeals and similar matters and compliance with applicable State of Indiana 
statutes and regulations shall be required.  

(b) Subject to the applicability and exemptions noted throughout this Article, no drainage permit 
shall be issued for development within the city limits until the plans for construction, 
extension, remodeling, alteration or repair have been approved in writing by the Sanitary 
District of Michigan City. This process for obtaining a drainage permit is outlined in Section 
46-310 through 46-324. 

 
Section46-221. DEFINITIONS. 

For the purpose of this Article, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly 
indicates or requires a different meaning. 

AGRICULTURAL LAND DISTURBING ACTIVITY.  Tillage, planting, cultivation, or 
harvesting operations for the production of agricultural or nursery vegetative crops.  The term also 
includes pasture renovation and establishment, the construction of agricultural conservation 
practices, and the installation and maintenance of agricultural drainage tile. 

AUTHORIZED ENFORCEMENT AGENCY.  Sanitary District of Michigan City. 

BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES (BMPs).  Design, construction, and maintenance 
practices and criteria for stormwater facilities that minimize the impact of stormwater runoff rates 
and volumes, prevent erosion, and capture pollutants. 

 

 

  

 

BOARD.  The Sanitary District of Michigan City Board of Commissioners. 

CAPACITY (OF A STORM DRAINAGE FACILITY).  The maximum flow that can be 
conveyed or stored by a storm drainage facility without causing damage to public or private 
property. 

CHANNEL.  A portion of a natural or artificial watercourse which periodically or 
continuously contains moving water, or which forms a connecting link between two bodies of 
water. It has a defined bed and banks which serve to confine the water. 

CLEAN WATER ACT.  The Federal Water Pollution Control Act (33 U.S.C. 1251 et seq.), 
and any subsequent amendments thereto. 

COMPLIANCE.  The act of correcting a violation or violations within the time frame 
specified by Michigan City. 

CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY.  Land disturbing activities, and land disturbing activities 
associated with the construction of infrastructure and structures. This term does not include routine 
ditch or road maintenance or minor landscaping projects. Refers to activities subject to NPDES 
construction permits. These include construction projects resulting in land disturbance of one acre 
or more, as defined in Indiana Department of Environmental Management (IDEM) Construction 
Stormwater General Permit (CSGP). Such activities include, but are not limited to, clearing and 
grubbing, grading, excavating and demolition. 

CONSTRUCTION SITE ACCESS.  A stabilized stone surface at all points of ingress or 
egress to a project site, for the purpose of capturing and detaining sediment carried by tires of 
vehicles or other equipment entering or exiting the project site. 

CONTOUR.  An imaginary line on the surface of the earth connecting points of the same 
elevation. 

CONTRACTOR or SUBCONTRACTOR.  An individual or company hired by the project 
site or individual lot owner, their agent, or the individual lot operator to perform services on the 
project site. 



 

 
 

CONVEYANCE.  Any structural method for transferring stormwater between at least two 
points.  The term includes piping, ditches, swales, curbs, gutters, catch basins, channels, storm 
drains, and roadways. 

DEPARTMENT.  The Sanitary District of Michigan City. 

DETENTION. Managing stormwater runoff by temporary holding and controlled release. 

DETENTION BASIN.  A facility constructed or modified to restrict the flow of stormwater 
to a prescribed maximum rate, and to detain concurrently the excess waters that accumulate behind 
the outlet. 

DETENTION STORAGE.  The temporary detaining of storage of stormwater in storage 
facilities, on rooftops, in streets, parking lots, school yards, parks, open spaces or other areas under 
predetermined and controlled conditions, with the rate of release regulated by appropriately 
installed devices. 

DEVELOPER.  Any person financially responsible for construction activity, or an owner of 
property who sells or leases, or offers for sale or lease, any lots in a subdivision. 

DEVELOPMENT.  Any man-made change to improved or unimproved real estate including 
but not limited to: 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

  

  

 
 

DISCHARGE.  In the context of water quantity provisions, usually the rate of water flow, 
i.e., a volume of fluid passing a point per unit time commonly expressed as cubic feet per second, 
cubic meters per second, gallons per minute, or millions of gallons per day.  In the context of water 
quality provisions, the discharge means any addition of liquids or solids to a water body or a flow 
conveyance facility. 

DITCH.  A man-made, open watercourse in or into which excess surface water or 
groundwater drained from land, stormwater runoff, or floodwaters flow either continuously or 
intermittently. 

DRAIN.  A buried slotted or perforated pipe or other conduit (subsurface drain) or a ditch 
(open drain) for carrying off surplus groundwater or surface water. 

DRAINAGE.  The removal of excess surface water or groundwater from land by means of 
ditches or subsurface drains.  Also see Natural Drainage. 

EROSION.  The wearing away of the land surface by water, wind, ice, gravity, or other 
geological agents.  The following terms are used to describe different types of water erosion: 

 
 

 
 



 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

EROSION AND SEDIMENT CONTROL.  A practice, or a combination of practices, to 
minimize sedimentation by first reducing or eliminating erosion at the source and then as 
necessary, trapping sediment to prevent it from being discharged from or within a project site. 

FILTER STRIP.  Usually a long, relatively narrow area (usually, 20-75 feet wide) of 
undisturbed or planted vegetation used near disturbed or impervious surfaces to filter stormwater 
pollutants for the protection of watercourses, reservoirs, or adjacent properties. 

FLOODPLAIN.  The channel proper and the areas adjoining the channel which have been or 
hereafter may be covered by the regulatory or 100-year flood.  Any normally dry land area that is 
susceptible to being inundated by water from any natural source.  The floodplain includes both the 
floodway and the floodway fringe districts. 

FLOODWAY.  The channel of a river or stream and those portions of the floodplains 
adjoining the channel which are reasonably required to efficiently carry and discharge the peak 
flow of the regulatory flood of any river or stream. 

FLUVIAL EROSION HAZARD (FEH) CORRIDOR.  Fluvial Erosion Hazard corridors 
represent the areas along the streams (including the channel and immediate overbanks areas) that 
are believed to be subject to stream movement or streambank erosion. These corridors have been 
delineated for most actively migrating and relatively stationary streams in Indiana through an 
Indiana Silver Jackets initiative. 

GRADING.  The cutting and filling of the land surface to a desired slope or elevation. 

HAZARDOUS MATERIALS.  Any material, including any substance, waste or combination 
thereof, which because of its quantity, concentration or physical, chemical or infectious 
characteristics may cause, or significantly contribute to, a substantial present or potential hazard 
to human health, safety, property or the environment when improperly treated, stored, transported, 
disposed of or otherwise managed. 

HOT SPOT DEVELOPMENT.  Projects involving land uses considered to be high pollutant 
producers such as vehicle service and maintenance facilities, vehicle salvage yards and recycling 
facilities, vehicle and equipment cleaning facilities, fleet storage areas for buses, trucks, etc., 
industrial/commercial or any hazardous waste storage areas or areas that generate such wastes, 
industrial sites, restaurants and convenience stores, any activity involving chemical mixing or 
loading/unloading, outdoor liquid container storage, public works storage areas, commercial 
container nurseries, and some high traffic retail uses characterized by frequent vehicle turnover. 

ILLEGAL DISCHARGE.  Any direct or indirect non-stormwater discharge to the storm drain 
system, except as exempted in Section  46-235 of this Article. Any discharge to a conveyance that 
is not composed entirely of stormwater except naturally occurring floatables, such as leaves or tree 
limbs.  Illicit discharges include polluted flows from direct and indirect connections to the MS4 
conveyance, illegal dumping, and contaminated runoff. 

ILLICIT CONNECTIONS.  Either of the following: 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

IMPERVIOUS SURFACE.  Surfaces, such as pavement and rooftops, which prevent the 
infiltration of stormwater into the soil. 

INDIVIDUAL BUILDING LOT.  A single parcel of land within a multi-parcel development. 

INDIVIDUAL LOT OWNER.  A person who has financial control of construction activities 
for an individual lot. 

INDUSTRIAL ACTIVITY.  Activities subject to NPDES industrial permits, as defined in 
IDEM Industrial Stormwater General Permit.  

INFILTRATION.  Passage or movement of water into the soil.  Infiltration practices include 
any structural BMP designed to facilitate the percolation of runoff through the soil to groundwater. 
Examples include infiltration basins or trenches, dry wells, and porous pavement. 

LAND-DISTURBING ACTIVITY.  Any man-made change of the land surface, including 
removing vegetative cover that exposes the underlying soil, excavating, filling, transporting and 
grading. 

LARGER COMMON PLAN OF DEVELOPMENT OR SALE.  A plan, undertaken by a 
single project site owner or a group of project site owners acting in concert, to offer lots for sale 
or lease; where such land is contiguous, or is known, designated, purchased or advertised as a 
common unit or by a common name, such land shall be presumed as being offered for sale or lease 
as part of a larger common plan. The term also includes phased or other construction activity by a 
single entity for its own use. 

NATIONAL POLLUTANT DISCHARGE ELIMINATION SYSTEM (NPDES) 
STORMWATER DISCHARGE PERMIT.  A permit issued by the Federal Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA), or by a state under authority delegated pursuant to 33 U.S.C.  1342(b), 
that authorizes the discharge of pollutants to waters of the United States, whether the permit is 
applicable on an individual, group or general area-wide basis. 

NATURAL DRAINAGE.  The flow patterns of stormwater runoff over the land in its pre-
development state. 

NON-STORMWATER DISCHARGE.  Any discharge to the storm drain system that is not 
composed entirely of stormwater. 

OFFENSE.  Both a violation and a failure of compliance on a particular project constitute an 

each shall be considered a separate offense. 

OUTLET.  The point of water disposal from a stream, river, lake, tidewater, or artificial drain. 

PERMANENT STABILIZATION.  The establishment, at a uniform density of seventy 
percent (70%) across the disturbed area, of vegetative cover or permanent non-erosive material 
that will ensure the resistance of the soil to erosion, sliding, or other movement. 

PERSON.  Any individual, association, organization, partnership, firm, corporation or other 
 

POLLUTANT. 

  

 



 

 
 

 

PREMISES.  Any building, lot, parcel of land or portion of land whether improved or 
unimproved including adjacent sidewalks and parking strips. 

PROJECT SITE OWNER.  The person required to submit a stormwater permit application 
and required to comply with the terms of this Article, including a developer or a person who has 
financial and operational control of construction activities, and project plans and specifications, 
including the ability to make modifications to those plans and specifications. 

REDEVELOPMENT.  Development occurring on a previously developed site. 

REGIONAL POND.  A detention/retention basin sized to detain/retain the runoff from the 
entire watershed, on-site and off-  

RELEASE RATE.  The amount of stormwater release from a stormwater control facility per 
unit of time. 

RETENTION BASIN.  A type of storage practice, that has no positive outlet, used to retain 
stormwater runoff for an indefinite amount of time. Runoff from this type of basin is removed only 
by infiltration through a porous bottom or by evaporation. 

RUNOFF.  That portion of precipitation that flows from a drainage area on the land surface, 
in open channels, or in stormwater conveyance systems. 

SEDIMENT.  Solid material (both mineral and organic) that is in suspension, is being 
transported, or has been moved from its site of origin by air, water, gravity, or ice and has come to 

 

SOIL.  The unconsolidated mineral and organic material on the immediate surface of the earth 
that serves as a natural medium for the growth of land plants.   

SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT (SWCD).  A public organization created 
under state law as a special-purpose district to develop and carry out a program of soil, water, and 
related resource conservation, use, and development within its boundaries.  A subdivision of state 
government with a local governing body, established under IC 14-32. 

STORM DRAINAGE SYSTEM.  Publicly-owned facilities by which stormwater is collected 
and/or conveyed, including, but not limited to, any roads with drainage systems, municipal streets, 
gutters, curbs, inlets, piped storm drains, pumping facilities, retention and detention basins, natural 
and human-made or altered drainage channels, reservoirs and other drainage structures. All means, 
natural or man-made, used for conducting stormwater to, through or from a drainage area to any 
of the following:  conduits and appurtenant features, canals, channels, ditches, storage facilities, 
swales, streams, culverts, streets and pumping stations. 

STORMWATER.  Any surface flow, runoff and drainage consisting entirely of water from 
any form of natural precipitation, and resulting from such precipitation. 

STORMWATER MANAGEMENT SYSTEM. A collection of structural and non-structural 
practices and infrastructure designed to manage stormwater on a site.  This system may include 
but is not limited to erosion control measures, storm drainage infrastructure, detention/retention 
facilities, an  

STORMWATER POLLUTION PREVENTION PLAN (SWPPP).  A plan developed to 
minimize the impact of stormwater pollutants resulting from construction activities. A document 
which describes the best management practices (BMPs) and activities to be implemented by a 
person or business to identify sources of pollution or contamination at a site and the actions to 
eliminate or reduce pollutant discharges to stormwater, stormwater conveyance systems and/or 
receiving waters to the maximum extent practicable. 

STORMWATER QUALITY MANAGEMENT PLAN.  A comprehensive written document 
that addresses stormwater runoff quality. 

STORMWATER QUALITY MEASURE.  A practice, or a combination of practices, to 
control or minimize pollutants associated with stormwater runoff. 

STORMWATER RUNOFF. The water derived from rains falling within a tributary basin, 
flowing over the surface of the ground or collected in channels or conduits. 



 

 
 

SWALE.  An elongated depression in the land surface that is at least seasonally wet, is usually 
heavily vegetated, and is normally without flowing water.  Swales conduct stormwater into 
primary drainage channels and may provide some groundwater recharge. 

TRAINED INDIVIDUAL.  An individual who is trained and experienced in the principles of 
stormwater quality, including erosion and sediment control as may be demonstrated by state 
registration, professional certification (such as CESSWI and/or CPESC certification), or other 
documented and applicable experience or coursework as deemed sufficient by Michigan City that 
enable the individual to make judgments regarding stormwater control or treatment and 
monitoring. 

URBANIZATION.  The development, change or improvement of any parcel of land 
consisting of one or more lots for residential, commercial, industrial, institutional, recreational or 
public utility purposes. 

VIOLATION. Any action or inaction which violates the provisions of this Article, the 
requirements of an approved stormwater management design plan or permit, and/or the 
requirements of a recorded stormwater maintenance agreement may be subject to the enforcement 
actions outlined in this Article.  Any such action or inaction is deemed to be a public nuisance and 
may be abated by injunctive or other equitable relief, in addition to and separate from the 
imposition of any of the enforcement actions described below. 

WASTEWATER.  Any water or other liquid, other than uncontaminated stormwater, 
discharged from a facility. 

WATER QUALITY.  A term used to describe the chemical, physical, and biological 
characteristics of water, usually in respect to its suitability for a particular purpose. 

WATERCOURSE.  Any river, stream, creek, brook, branch, natural or man-made 
drainageway in or into which stormwater runoff or floodwaters flow either continuously or 
intermittently. 

WATERSHED.  The region drained by or contributing water to a specific point that could be 
along a stream, lake or other stormwater facility.  Watersheds are often broken down into subareas 
for the purpose of hydrologic modeling. 

.  Areas that are inundated or saturated by surface water or groundwater at a 
frequency and duration sufficient to support, and that under normal circumstances do support, a 
prevalence of vegetation typically adapted for life in saturated soil conditions. 

Sec. 46-222 Sec. 46-229.  Reserved. 
 

Division 1 - ILLICIT DISCHARGE AND CONNECTION 

Section 46-230. PURPOSE/INTENT. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 
 

Section 46-231. APPLICABILITY. 

This Division shall apply to all water entering the storm drain system generated on any 
developed and undeveloped lands unless explicitly exempted by an authorized enforcement 
agency. 

 
Section 46-232. RESPONSIBILITY FOR ADMINISTRATION. 

The Department shall administer, implement and enforce the provisions of this Division. 

Section 46-233. SEVERABILITY. 

  

 

 

 
Section 46-234. ULTIMATE RESPONSIBILITY. 

The standards set forth herein and promulgated pursuant to this Division are minimum 
standards; therefore, this Division does not intend, nor imply, that compliance by any person will 
ensure that there will be no contamination, pollution, nor unauthorized discharge of pollutants. 

 
Section 46-235. DISCHARGE PROHIBITIONS. 

  

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
  
  
  
 

 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 
 

 
 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
Section 46-236. INDUSTRIAL OR CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY DISCHARGES. 

Any person subject to an industrial or construction activity NPDES stormwater discharge 
permit shall comply with all provisions of such permit. Proof of compliance with said permit may 
be required in a form acceptable to the Department prior to the allowing of discharges to the MS4. 

 
Section 46-237. MONITORING OF DISCHARGES. 

  
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Section 46-238. REQUIREMENT TO PREVENT, CONTROL AND REDUCE 
STORMWATER POLLUTANTS BY THE USE OF BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES. 

The Department will establish requirements identifying best management practices (BMPs) 
for any activity, operation or facility which may cause or contribute to pollution or contamination 
of stormwater, the storm drain system or waters of the United States. In addition to other 
requirements of this Ordinance, the owner or operator of a commercial or industrial establishment 
shall provide, at his, her or their own expense, protection from accidental discharge of prohibited 
materials or other wastes into the municipal storm drain system or watercourses through the use 
of these structural and non-structural BMPs. Further, any person responsible for a property or 
premise, which is, or may be, the source of an illicit discharge, may be required to implement, at 

-structural BMPs to prevent the further 
discharge of pollutants to the municipal separate storm sewer system. Compliance with all terms 
and conditions of a valid NPDES permit authorizing the discharge of stormwater associated with 
industrial activity, to the extent practicable, shall be deemed compliance with the provisions of 
this Division. These BMPs shall be part of a stormwater pollution prevention plan (SWPPP) as 
necessary for compliance with requirements of the NPDES permit. 

 
Section 46-239. WATERCOURSE PROTECTION. 

 
that has assumed the responsibility for managing a property, shall keep and maintain that part of 
the watercourse within the property free of trash, debris, and other obstacles that would pollute, 
contaminate or significantly retard the flow of water through the watercourse. In addition, the 
owner or lessee (as referenced above) shall maintain existing privately owned structures within or 
adjacent to a watercourse, so that such structures will not become a hazard to the use, function or 
physical integrity of the watercourse. 

 
Section 46-240. NOTIFICATION OF SPILLS. 

Notwithstanding other requirements of law, as soon as any person responsible for a facility or 
operation, or responsible for emergency response for a facility or operation, has information of 
any known or suspected release of materials which are resulting or may result in illegal discharges 
or pollutants discharging into stormwater, the storm drain system or water of the United States, 
said person shall take all necessary steps to ensure the discovery, containment and cleanup of such 
release. In the event of such a release of hazardous materials, said person shall immediately notify 
emergency response agencies of the occurrence via emergency dispatch services. In the event of a 
release of non-hazardous materials, said person shall notify the Department in person or by phone 
or facsimile no later than the next business day. Notifications in person or by phone shall be 
confirmed by written notice addressed and mailed to the Department within three business days of 
the phone notice. If the discharge of prohibited materials emanates from a commercial or industrial 
establishment, the owner or operator of such establishment shall also retain an on-site written 
record of the discharge and the actions taken to prevent its recurrence. Such records shall be 
retained for at least three years. 

Sec. 46-241 Sec. 46-249.  Reserved. 



 

 
 

Division 2 - STORMWATER QUANTITY MANAGEMENT 

Section 46-250. PURPOSE/INTENT. 

to establish legal authority to carry out all inspection, monitoring, 
and enforcement procedures necessary to ensure compliance with this Division. 

 
Section 46-251. APPLICABILITY AND EXEMPTIONS. 

The storage and controlled release of excess stormwater runoff shall be required for all new 
business, institutional developments, commercial and industrial developments, residential 
subdivisions, planned development, rural estate subdivisions, and any redevelopment or other new 
construction located within Michigan City that would disturb 10,000 square feet or more of land 
area.  Exempt from the requirements of this Division shall be agricultural land-disturbing activities 
associated with normal farming operations.  Additional potential exemptions regarding the 
detention requirements are provided under Section 46-255. 

 
Section 46-252. RESPONSIBILITY FOR ADMINISTRATION. 
 

The Department shall administer, implement and enforce the provisions of this Division. 

 
Section 46-253. SEVERABILITY. 

  

 

 

 
Section 46-254. ULTIMATE RESPONSIBILITY. 

 

 
Section 46-255. POLICY ON STORMWATER QUANTITY MANAGEMENT. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  



 

 
 

Section 46-256. CALCULATIONS AND DESIGN STANDARDS AND SPECIFICATIONS. 

 

Section 46-257. DRAINAGE EASEMENT REQUIREMENTS.  

 

 
 

 

 
 
Section46-258. PLACEMENT OF UTILITIES. 

No utility company may disturb existing storm drainage facilities without the consent of the 
Department, whose decision may be appealed to the Sanitary District Board of Commissioners.  
All existing drainage facilities shall have senior rights and damage to said facilities shall result in 
penalties as prescribed in Section 46-336. 

 
Section 46-259. STRUCTURES NEAR CITY REGULATED DRAINS. 

For regulated drains, no permanent structure (including fences) shall be erected within 
seventy-five feet measured at right angles from a) the existing top of bank of a regulated open 
drain, as determined by the Sanitary District Board; or b) the center line of a piped Regulated 
Drain.  The Indiana Drainage Code may be consulted for further details. 
 
Section 46-260. INSPECTION, MAINTENANCE, RECORD KEEPING, AND 
REPORTING. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

   



 

 
 

Division 3 - STORMWATER POLLUTION PREVENTION FOR CONSTRUCTION SITES 

Section 46-270. PURPOSE/INTENT. 

to establish legal authority to carry out all inspection, 
monitoring, and enforcement procedures necessary to ensure compliance with this Division. 
 

Section 46-271. APPLICABILITY AND EXEMPTIONS. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

  
 

  
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Section 46-272. RESPONSIBILITY FOR ADMINISTRATION. 

The Department shall administer, implement and enforce the provisions of this Division. 
 
Section 46-273. SEVERABILITY. 

  
 

 

 

 
Section 46-274. ULTIMATE RESPONSIBILITY. 

 

 
Section 46-275. POLICY ON STORMWATER POLLUTION PREVENTION. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Section 46-276. CALCULATIONS AND DESIGN STANDARDS AND 
SPECIFICATIONS. 

In calculating the total area of land disturbance, for the purposes of determining applicability 
of this Division to a project, the following guidelines should be used: 
 

 

 

 

 
   



 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
Section 46-277. INSPECTION, MAINTENANCE, RECORD KEEPING, AND 
REPORTING. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

  



 

 
 

Division 4 - STORMWATER QUALITY MANAGEMENT FOR POST-CONSTRUCTION 

Section 46-290. PURPOSE/INTENT. 

to establish 
legal authority to carry out all inspection, monitoring, and enforcement procedures necessary to 
ensure compliance with this Division. 
 
Section 46-291. APPLICABILITY AND EXEMPTIONS. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

  
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Section 46-292. RESPONSIBILITY FOR ADMINISTRATION. 

 



 

 
 

 
Section 46-293. SEVERABILITY. 

  
 

 

 
 

Section 46-294. ULTIMATE RESPONSIBILITY. 

 

 
Section 46-295. POLICY ON STORMWATER QUALITY MANAGEMENT. 

(a) 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 



 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
Section 46-296. CALCULATIONS AND DESIGN STANDARDS AND 

SPECIFICATIONS. 

  
 

 

 

 
Section 46-297. EASEMENT REQUIREMENTS. 

All stormwater quality management systems, including detention or retention basins, filter 
strips, pocket wetlands, in-line filters, infiltration systems, conveyance systems, structures, and 
appurtenances located outside of the right-of-way shall be incorporated into permanent easements.  
For the purposes of monitoring, inspection, and general maintenance activities, adequate easement 
width, as detailed in the Michigan City Stormwater Technical Standards Manual, beyond the actual 
footprint of the stormwater quality management facility as well as an access easement from a 
public right-of-way to each BMP shall be provided. 
 

Section 46-298. INSPECTION, MAINTENANCE, RECORD KEEPING, AND 
REPORTING. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

  



 

 
 

Division 5 - STORMWATER PERMIT REQUIREMENTS AND PROCEDURES 

Section 46-310. PURPOSE/INTENT. 

 
 

Section 46-311. APPLICABILITY AND EXEMPTIONS. 

 

 
Section 46-312. RESPONSIBILITY FOR ADMINISTRATION. 

The Department shall administer, implement and enforce the provisions of this Division. 
 

Section 46-313. SEVERABILITY. 

  
 

 

 

 
Section 46-314. ULTIMATE RESPONSIBILITY. 

 
 

Section 46-315. CONCEPTUAL DRAINAGE PLAN REVIEW. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  



 

 
 

 
Section 46-316. GENERAL PERMIT PROCEDURES. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 
 

 
 

 

Figure 1: Stormwater Permit Approval and Project Termination Sign-Off Process 

 

Section 46-317. INFORMATION REQUIREMENTS. 

 

 
 

 

 
 



 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
Section 46-318. REVIEW OF INDIVIDUAL LOTS.  

 

 
 



 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
  

 
 

 
 

  
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Section 46-319. CHANGES TO PLANS. 

Any changes or deviations in the detailed plans and specifications after approval of the 
applicable Stormwater Management Permit shall be filed with, and accepted by, the Department 
prior to the land development involving the change.  Copies of the changes, if accepted, shall be 
attached to the original plans and specifications. 

 
Section 46-320. FEE STRUCTURE. 

 

 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Section 46-321. REQUIRED ASSURANCES. 

This Division shall apply to all projects whether the stormwater management system or 
portions thereof will be dedicated to Michigan City or retained privately.  As a condition of 
approval and issuance of the permit, the Department shall require the applicant to provide 
assurance in form of an irrevocable letter of credit or a bond when the stormwater management 
plan has been accepted and before construction begins.  Said assurance will guarantee a good faith 
execution of the stormwater drainage plan, the stormwater pollution prevention plan, the 
stormwater quality management plan, and any permit conditions.  The assurance shall be for an 
amount equal to 125 percent of the total costs of all stormwater management measures for the 
entire project.  The above-mentioned costs shall be based on an estimate as prepared by a registered 
engineer or land surveyor.  Said costs shall be for the installation and ongoing monitoring and 
maintenance of erosion control measures and the construction and ongoing monitoring and 
maintenance of storm drainage infrastructure, detention/retention facilities, and stormwater quality 

Division, until the construction is completed, the site is stabilized, 
and as-built plans are accepted by the Department.  Assurances shall be for a minimum of $5,000. 
All other performance bonds, maintenance bonds or other assurances required by the Department 
in accordance with any and all other ordinances shall also apply and so be required. Local 
governmental jurisdictions may require additional performance and/or maintenance assurances.  
The intent of this assurance is not only to complete the installation of storm drain infrastructure 
for the project, but also to assure that adequate stormwater pollution prevention measures are 
properly installed and maintained.  If adequate assurances are set aside by the project site owner 
for the overall project, proof of total assurance can be submitted in place of an individual 
stormwater assurance. 
 
Section 46-322. TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF PERMITS. 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 
 

 
Section 46-323. CERTIFICATION OF AS-BUILT PLANS. 

 

 
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  
 
 

 
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

 

 

 
Section 46-324. POST-PROJECT MAINTENANCE BOND AND VERIFICATIONS. 

 

 
 



 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  



 

 
 

Division 6 - COMPLIANCE AND ENFORCEMENT 

Section 46-330. PURPOSE/INTENT. 

 

 
Section 46-331. APPLICABILITY AND EXEMPTIONS. 

This Division applies to any action or inaction which violates the provisions of this Article, 
the requirements of an approved stormwater management design plan or permit, and/or the 
requirements of a recorded stormwater maintenance agreement.   
 
Section 46-332. RESPONSIBILITY FOR ADMINISTRATION. 

The Department shall administer, implement and enforce the provisions of this Division. 
 
Section 46-333. SEVERABILITY. 

  
 

 

 

 
Section 46-334. ULTIMATE RESPONSIBILITY. 

 

 
Section 46-335. COMPLIANCE. 

 

 
 

 

 

 
Section 46-336. ENFORCEMENT AND PENALTIES. 

  

 

 
 



 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

  
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 



 

 
 

 

 
 

  
 

  
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
  



 

 
 

Section 46-337. COST OF ABATEMENT OF THE VIOLATION. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
Section 46-338. APPEALS. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 

 
 

  
 

  
 
 

 
 
  
 
  
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 



 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 


