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      December 9, 2025 
 
VIA E-MAIL  
John Peret 
Phoenix Construction 
401 E. Kilbourn Avenue # 201 
Milwaukee, WI  53202 
jperet@phoenixconstruction.us 
       
Re: Request for Additional Information 
       Project Maize Data Center, Complaint Inspection Response 
       Former Federal-Mogul Corporation Site, Michigan City, Lake County 
       EPA ID # IND016520017 
 
Dear Mr. Peret: 
 
     Staff have completed a review of the Complaint Inspection Responses dated 
November 11 and November 20, 2025 that have been submitted in response to the 
September 24, 2025 inspection conducted at the future Project Maize Data Center 
(Former Federal-Mogul Corporation Site) located at 402 Royal Road, Michigan City, IN 
(VFC Document #s 83881378, 83897119, and 83897120 respectively).  These 
responses have been submitted on your behalf by WSP Global, Inc. The following 
comments have been generated. 
 

• Although basic information was provided, during a December 3, 2025 conference 
call between IDEM staff and staff representing your facility including staff from 
WSP regarding the pre-excavation condition of the area in which soils were 
removed (identified in the submittal dated November 20 in Figures 1 and 2), 
IDEM requests a written detailed description of this area describing both the pre-
excavation conditions, how decisions were made regarding where soils were to 
be utilized and/or sent off-site, and finally the potential future use for this area.  

 
• The inspection report discussed a violation regarding a potential improper waste 

determination of soils that were generated and removed from the area discussed 
in the bullet above and used on-site and transported off-site for use at other 
locations.  Information was also provided within the inspection report discussing 
the IDEM’s “Uncontaminated Soil Policy”.  This Policy allows soils with minimal 
human impacts to be managed without IDEM authorization provided the 
prohibited location provisions found within the Policy are met.  Some analytical 
information was provided pursuant to that Policy, however, all the chemical 
constituents discussed in the associated Table (the 2022 RISC Screening Table 
A6) were not included.  Additionally, since all constituents weren’t sampled, there 
was no specific information provided to demonstrate why those constituents may 
have been excluded from the chemical evaluation.  Lastly, in general, based on 
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the concepts found in Chapter 9 of SW846 the number of samples obtained for 
the analytical provided is insufficient to appropriately statistically characterize the 
volume of soils (11 samples for an estimated 150,000 cubic yards of soils) that 
have been removed and placed on-site and sent off-site.  This Office suggests 
that a Sampling Plan be generated and submitted for review that includes items 
such as, but not limited to; total sample numbers from each location where soils 
are currently located and methodology for collecting samples, constituent list and 
reasoning for exclusion of any chemical constituents that won’t be evaluated, and 
laboratory validation information {referred to as Quality Assurance/Quality 
Control (QA/QC) information}. 

 
• Information obtained after the inspection indicated that the soils generated during 

this project that were sent off-site went to four (4) locations.  In general, it would 
be safe to assume that these sites where soils were transported could potentially 
place/use these soils in residential or agricultural settings.  IDEM recommends 
that the soils be returned to the Royal Road site for potential use in on-site 
grading activities.  Use in this manner could be authorized through an 
amendment to the already approved RCRA Corrective Action, Closure Plan for 
the property.  

 
       
     If you have any questions regarding this request for additional information, please 
contact George Ritchotte of my Section at (317) 727-6907 or via email at 
gritchot@idem.in.gov .   

  
Sincerely, 

       
Mary Ann EuDaly, Chief 
Industrial Waste Compliance Section 
Compliance Branch 
Office of Land Quality 

  
 
cc: LaPorte County Health Department 
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